John Coleman video transcript

Narrator: John Coleman – the Essendon full-forward Aussie rules superstar whose incredible mid-air marks are the stuff of footy legends. 
In a career spanning just five years, John Coleman played in 98 games scoring an astonishing total of 537 goals.
Doug Ackerley (biographer): On this very ground, he kicked 12 goals on debut. And that’s a record that is unlikely to be broken. 
Not only did he kick 12 goals on debut, he kicked 100 goals in his debut season. 
Narrator: Each year, the AFL gives the Coleman Medal to the player who kicks the most goals in a home-and-away season.   
John was born at Port Fairy in 1928. The youngest of four siblings, he began playing football at an early age. 
Biographer: It wasn’t long before the crowds had got right onto this new hero John Coleman in 1949. And in fact, if the ball was being delivered into the Essendon forward line, the kids particularly, up in this stand here, would drum their feet on the wooden floors in excitement as Coleman led towards the ball. 
When Coleman started playing football in 1949, horse racing was the back page lead all over Australia in newspapers. By the end of his career, football was the back page lead, because photographers were assigned to Coleman. 
They would change every quarter to go down to where Coleman was to take the spectacular shots. 
Actor reading 1949 article in the Herald: He’s the first League player to head the lead goal-kicking list in his first year. He’s won selection in two Victorian teams, broken the club’s goal-kicking record, and equalled the League record. 
Narrator: The Herald reported in September 1949. 
John would go on to kick his 100th goal in a Grand Final win against Carlton, becoming Australia’s first footy player to score 100 goals in their first season. 
Biographer: If Coleman’s genius needed to be defined at all, it was probably in 1952. It was and still is the wettest winter in the history of the elite AFL competition (or VFL, as it was known in those days). 
Coleman kicked 103 goals with one water-logged wet ball. This genius kicked 103 goals. The next two blokes – they kicked 103 between them. Coleman was that good. 
When he did his knee in 1954, Coleman famously told Kevin Hogan of the Sun, “If I’m told by surgeons that I mightn’t be able to walk properly after an operation, I won’t keep playing football. There are more important things in life than football.”
He meant it. John Coleman loved running pubs. He was hardly a drinker. He would sit on a pony (a five-ounce glass) half the afternoon. But he loved the challenge of running a pub, and he ran them very, very professionally. 
Essendon had a strong list, but they hadn’t won a premiership since Coleman’s second one in 1950, and it was now 1960. He put his hand up and became coach in 1961. 
Coleman won two flags, and in fact, his win ratio was better than any other coach in the history of the game. He coached them around about 130 times. Coleman won two premierships as a player, but he got just as much satisfaction out of the two senior premierships he won as coach here at Windy Hill. 
Narrator: John stopped coaching after the 1967 season, and by the time of his passing, was running the Dromana Hotel and living in Arthurs Seat. The cause of John’s sudden death: a coronary atheroma.  
Biographer: Of course, we all know where Coleman was in the cortege. The crowd was as big, they lined the roads as the cortege went past to the Fawkner crematorium. 
We don’t know why John Coleman died of a massive heart attack at the tender age of 44. The world was robbed, not only of a great sportsman, but a great community man. 
